My LoRp, 


wherein 1 had no other View but to give your Nation a Teſtimony 

of the Reſpect 1 bear them, and the Zeal I have for their Intereſts, 
has, in truth, ſurprized me to ſuch a Degree, that I am ſcarce able to recover 
mylelf: Nay, and I am perſuaded it will appear to all Europe that I have not 
been ſurprized without Reaſon. | 

Here's a conſiderable Company formed at London on Pretence of procuring 
Relief for ſuch Poor as laboured under the Cons of exorbitant Oſury. This 
Company get themſelves eſtablithed by publick Authority, receive Subſcriptions, 
which come in apace, and at different times obtain Leave to augment their 
Capital Stock to the Sum of 600000 /. Sterling. The Books are immediately full, 
— their Shares have equal Credit with the Stock of the moſt flouriſhing Com- 
panies. After ſome Years, two or three of the Officers run away, and the Cor- 
poration is ruined. The Cries of the unhappy Perſons involved in this Cala- 
mity awaken the Attention of the Parliament. This Aſſembly, venerable in the 
Eyes of all Europe, takes Cognizance of ſo important an Aﬀair. A Committee 
is appointed to examine it, the Members of that Committee choſen in the moſt 
ſolemn manner, and thoſe Members, as might well be expected, taken out of 
the moſt conſiderable Perſons in the Houſe. The Buſineſs is immediately en- 
rd upon with great Vigour; no Stone is left unturn'd to procure proper In- 
formations ; the Perſons of ſuch as are thought capable of making any Diſco- 
reries are taken into Cuſtody, and thoſe that are not to be found, are ſummon- 
& to appear : Threats and Promiſes are made uſe of, to bring back thoſe that 
| were fled out of the Kingdom; but all ro no Purpoſe. One of the principal of 
them comes to Rome, where, without doubt, he thought himlelt ſecure as to 
my Attempt from England. Upon Notice hereof I find Means to get him ar- 
reſted, — impriſoned in the Caſtle of St. Angelo. Here he makes a Diſcovery 
of all he knows touching the Aﬀair in Queſtion. A Courier is diſpatch'd ray 
with his Declaration, as well as with all the Papers found upon him, whic 
night ſerve to prove the Truth of what he has alledged. They are ſent, I fay, 
n order to 
charged with. I encloſe a Letter in the Pacquet, where I affure thoſe Gentle- 
nen, that, in the Management of this Affair, I had no other View than that 
of teſtifying how much I had at Heart the Intereſt of the Nation, and how 
ſenſible I was of the Loſſes of a great Number of particular Perſons in it. 
Could a Letter like this, my Lord, deſerve the Name of a Libe/? Could it 
as ſuch deſerve to be condemn'd to the Flames? What a Return is this to a 
Perſon at ſo great a Diſtance, who deſired no more than a bare Acknowledg- 
ment for his Affection ſhewn to ſo powerful and famous a Nation! I knew 
that a private Thief, who had gone off from London with a conſiderable 
Quantity of precious Stones and Jewels, had ſome Weeks before been ſeized 
here with moſt of his Booty upon him; and that the Owners, upon Advice of 
it, had teſtify d their Satisfaction in an honourable and moſt reſpecttul manner. 
Such in the Iſſue is the Difference between doing good Offices to private Citi- 
zens of your Metropolis, and ſerving the Publick! Theſe, 1 confeſs, my Lord, 
were my Sentiments upon the firſt News from London. But ſome R ions 
I made afterwards gave me quite another View of the Matter. 

The Noiſe which the Affair of the Charitable Corporation had made durin 
this whole Seſſion of Patliament; the Flight of thoſe who had been chief 
intruſted by the Ditectots, the Search that was made after them with ſo =T 
Buſtle, the Endeavours of the Court, at the Inſtance of the Parliament, to 
oblige them to return from foreign Countries; all this naturally tended to make 
the World believe, that every one conſpired in the ſingle View of relieving the 
Sufferers, and diſcovering and puniſhing the Guilty. Upon this Preſumption, 
I was willing to contribute every thing in my Power to the ſame End; but 
does not the Conſtruction that was put upon my good Intentions plainly thew 
that ſome People who ſeem'd moſt eager for a Diſcovery of this Affair, dread- 
ed nothing ſo much > After all, this Conduct, as odd as it appears, is not 
without a Precedent. We may ſtill remember w Hat happened eleven Years ſince, 
in relation to the Buſineſs of the South Sea Company. The Nation was thought 
to be undone; the juſtice of the Parliament was call'd upon, to bring thoſe to 
an Account who had ſo ſhamefully pillaged it. The Court was ſollicited to 
uſe all irs Intereſt to get Mr. Knight, the Cathier of the Company, into their 
Hands, who alone, it was ſaid, was Maſter of that imporrant Secret. The 
Court did not fail to ſend a Perſon of Diſtiuction to Vienna to obtain that Fa- 
vour. Knight accordingly was taken up and committed to the Caſtle of Ant- 
werp ; he was not indeed ſo well guarded there as Thomſon has been in that of 
St. Angelo. He ſoon found Means to eſcape, and that before they had Thoughts 
of obliging him to make the leaſt Diſcovery. He had the Aſſurance to come 
to Rome, where, upon his firſt Arrival, he received Orders to be gone imme- 
diately. This did not ſeem to make any great Impreſſion upon him, and he 
had r Courage to anſwer, that he had a Paſs, which would procure him more 
Reſpect elſewhere. From hence he went directly ro Naples, where he ſtay d 
ſome time, and then travelled into other Countries, where the Alliance of the 
reſpective Sovereigns with the Court of England has never hindered him from 
finding Protection enough to be very little concerned about the Reſentments of 
his Country, which, on the other Hand, has never declared ber own Reſent- 
ments againſt thoſe of her Allies, who have, one after the other, allow'd this 
Fugitive a Place of Refuge in their Territories. 

Muſt not ſuch a Conduct as this extreamly embarraſs fuch Perſons as ſhall 
hereafter be diſpoſed to do England Service > Would they not, by endeavouring 
to comply with what ſhould a to be the unanimous Deſire of the Nation, 
run the Risk of offending thoſe who know ſo well how to make People ſen- 
ſible that they are Maſters of it? However, my Lord, I can aſſure you, that 
my Concern for the Affairs of your Nation is too deeply rooted in my Heart 
to be capable of ever altering my Behaviour towards it, on account of the Treat- 
ment I have lately. received. Nay, I promiſe you before-hand, that ſhould an 
bf the South-Sea Directors or their Agents, during the Inſpection with whi 
their Conduct is threatned by the continual Complaints of the Kingdom, think 
fir ro come to Rome in Hopes of ſheltering themſelves there, 1 ſtill have 
Inclination and 1 enough to oblige them to make Reparation to the 
Perſons they ſhall have ruined, even though I ſhould thereby furniſh a Pretence 
for another r 


T2 manner in which your Countrymen have received my Letter, 


But 
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MyLloRD, 


L eſt vrai que la maniere, dont on vient de tegevoir chez vous une lettre 
de ma part, dans laquelle je n'avois d'autre but que de temoigner mon 
attachement pour votre Nation, & mon zele pour tes interets, mia cauſe 

un Econnement, dont j'ai de la peine a revenirz & je ſuis meme perſuade que 
toute I Europe trouvera mon Etonnement bien fonde. * ; 


Une Compagnie conſiderable fe forme 4 Londres ſous pretexte de procutet 
du ſoulagement aux Pauvres, qui ſe trouvoient opptimès par des uſures exor- 
birantes. Cette Compagnie ſe fait appuier de Tautoxitè publique; elle regoit des 
— Ag auſquelles on accourt en foule; elle obtient à pluſieuts reptiſes la 
permiſſion q augmentet ſon capital juſques a la ſomme de 600000 Livres ſterling. 
Ce fond ſe trouve d abord rempli, & ſes Actions vont de pair avec celles des 
ſocietès les plus puiſſantes. Au bout de quelques annees deux ou trois de ſes 
Officiers prennent la fuite; & la Compagnie le trouve ruince. Les cris des 
malheureux, qui ſe voient envelopes dans cette ruine, attirent Vattention'du 
Parlement. Ce Corps fi reſpectable a toute I'Europe enterprend Vexamen d'une 
affaire ſi importante. Il nomme pour cet effet des Commiſlaires ; il a ſoin de 
les choiſir de la maniere la plus ſolennelle; & le choix tombe, comme l'on de- 
voit bien $'y attendte, ſur un nombre des plus accreditès d'entre les Membres 
qui le compoſent. On fe donne auſſi- tõt de grans mouvemens ; on cherche 
par tout de quoi s eclaitcir; on ſe ſaiſit des perſonnes de ceux, dont on eſpere 
titet quelques Jumieres ; on cite ceux qu on ne peut trouver; on met en cuyte 
les menaces & les promeſſes pour faire revenit ceux qui Ctoient ſortes du Roiaume; 
mais en vain. Un des principaux prend le chemin de Rome, on il croioit ſans 
doute fe trouvet hors de toute atteinte de la part de I Angleterre. Lavis men 
revient; je trouve le moien de le faire attètet, & entermer dans le chateau 
Saint Ange. II y fait une declaration de tout ce qu'il fait touchant l' Aſtaire en 
queſtion. On envoie par un couricr ſa Declaration avec tous les Papiers qu ou 
lui avoit trouvés, & qui pouvoient ſervit a prouvet la verite de ce qu'il avoir 
avance, On Venvoie, dis- je, pour ſervir au Committé du Parlement dans les 
recherches, dont il &toir charge. J* accompagne le paquet d'une lettre, dans 
laquelle j aſſcute ces Meſſicuis que je n'avois cu dans tout ce procede, d'autre 
vũe que celle de leut temoigner combien j* ctois ſenſible aux interéts de la Na- 
tion, & aux pettes d un grand nombre des patticuliers, dont elle eſt compoſce. 


Une telle lettre, Mylord, pouvoit- elle meriter le nom de Libelle? Pouvoit- elle 
comme tel meriter d'etre comdamnèe au fen? Quel retour pour une perſonne 
eloignee, qui watrendoit au plus qu'une {imple reconnoiflance de fon affection 
pour une Nation ſi puiſſante & fi celebte? Je ſavois que quelques ſemaines au- 
paravant, un particulier qui avoit fait a Londres un vol conſiderable en pierrerics 
& en bijoux, avoit Ee arrete ici avec la plus grande partie de ſon vol; & que 
les inteteſſèes en aiant eu avis, en avoient remoigne leur Satisfaction avec beau- 
_ d'honnerete. Quelle difference dans I'evenement entre les ſervices qu'on 
rend aux patticuliers de votre Capitale, & ceux qu'on rend au Public! Voila 
je Vavoue, Mylord, quels furent mes ſentimens fur les premieres nouvelles 
venues de Londres, Mais quelques Reflections, que j'ai faites depuis, me font 
enviſager cette Affaire d'une toute autre maniere. 

Le bruit qu' avoit fait durant toute cette ſcance du Parlement Affaire de la 
Charitable Corporation; la fuite de ceux qui avoient eu la principale confiance 
des Ditecteurs de cette Compagnie; les recherches qu'on en a faites avec tant 
d' appareil; les mouvemens que la cour s eſt donne, a la ſollicitation du Parle- 
ment, pour les faire revenit des pais rangers ; tout cela tendoit naturellement 
a faire croire que chacun conſpitoit uniquement a ſoulager les malheureux, & 
a decouvrir & punir les coupables. Fonds la deſſus j'y ai voulu contribuer de 
mon mieux; mais Paccuel, dont ma bonne volonte a cte paice, ne fait elle pas 
croite que quel - ques-· uns de ceux qui patoiſſoient les plus acharnès a cette decou- 
verte, ne craignojent rien tant que d'y parvenir? Apres tour, une telle conduite, 
quelque bizarre quelle paroiſſe, ne manque pas d'exemple. On peut encore le 
ſouvenir de ce qui arriva, il y a oe ans, au ſujet de la Compagnie du Sud. 
Ou croioit la Nation abimèc; la juſtice du Parlement fut reclamee pour tirer 
raiſon de ceux qui Vavoient fi indignement pillee. La Cour fut ſollicitee de ſe 
ſervir de tout ſon credit pour avoir entre les mains le Sieur Knight, Caiſſier de 


la Compagnie, qui ſeul, diſoir-on, ctoit le maitre d'un ſectet de cette Impor- 


tance. La Cour ne manqua pas d' envoier une perſonne de diſtinction a Vienne 
* obrenir cette grace. | Knight fut arrété, & mis dans le charcau d' Anvers. 

I n'y fur pas a la verite fi bien garde, que Thomſon la Ee dans celui de Saint 
Ange. II trouva le ſecret de s evader dans peu de tems; & avant qu'on cũt 
ſonge a lui faire la moindre decouverte. Il vint hardiment 4 Rome, od il 
regur d'abord order de sen eloigner au pliitor, Il nen parut que medioctement 
rouche, & ne craignit point de dire qu'il avoit un ſaufconduit, qui lui feroit 
trouver ailleurs plus de — 11 ſe rendit auſſi tot a Naples. Apres y avoir 
fait quelque ſejour, il paſſa en d autres pais, on Alliance des Souverains Re- 
ſpectifs avec la Cour d Angleterre ne la jamais empeche de trouver aſſez de pro- 
tection pour $'embarraſler fort peu des reſſentimens de fa Patrie, qui de ſon 
cote nen a jamais temoigne contre ceux de ſes Allies, qui un apres autre ont 
accorde a ce fugitif un aſile dans leurs Etats. 


Une telle conduite ne doit- elle pas extremement embarraſſer à Vavenir ceux 
qui ſe trouveroient portes a rendte ſervice a I Angleterre? En tachant de ſe 
conformer a ce qui paroltroit etre le ſouhait unanime de la Nation, ne riſque- 
roit-· on pas d offenſer ceux qui ſavent fi bien faire ſentit qu'ils en ſour les mai- 
tres? Je puis cependant vous aſſurer, My lord, que Hinterèt que je prens aux 
affaires de votre Nation, m'eſt trop profondement enracine dans le cœur pour 
que le traitement, que je viens de recevoir, me puiſſe jamais faire changer de 
conduite à ſon &gard. Je vous promets meme d'avance, que fi durant ! Inlpecti- 
on, dont la conduite des Directeurs de la Com ie du Sud eſt menacee par 
les plantes continuelles du Roiaume, quelques- uns 1 ces Meſſieurs, ou de leuis 
ſuppots s aviſoient de ſe rendre a Rome dans leſperance d'y trouver un ap ile, 
Jaurai encore aſlez de bonne volonte & d' influence pour les obliger a faire juſtice 
a ceux qu ils auront ruines, quand mEme je riſquerois par la de donner lieu à 
un nouveau feu de joie devant la Bourſe de Londres. — 


Mais 
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But to rerurn to what has already 2 to me: I have ſeriouſly revolved 
in my Mind all that J have done, and I may (ay, even all that I have thought, 
during the whole Courſe of this Aﬀair. The more I conſider of it, the more 
I am at a Loſs to diſcover any poſſible Foundation for the extraordinary Reſolu- 
tion taken upon my Account. Having always had a particular Attachment for 
a Nation that makes ſo conſiderable a Figure in Europe, I could not hear of 
the Injury done her by ſome private Perſons, under the moſt plauſible Prerence 
of relieving her, wichout 3 rouch'd with a ſenſible Compaſſion. This 
Principle alone gave Birth to the Reſolution 1 have taken to employ the little 
Intereſt and Authority 1 might have, in contributing to her Relief. After this 
I hope I ſhall be allow'd to do myſelf Juſtice, and to ſhe how little Ground 
there was for endeavouring to perſuade the Publick that I had acted upon other 
Views. Above all I have a Right to demand publick Satisfaction for an out- 
rageous Calumny caſt upon me, in the Houſe of Commons, by a Gentleman 
wh has the Honour to fit there, and did not bluſh to affirm, he had Proof in 
his Hands, that Mr. Thomſon had been obliged to yield up part of his Plunder 
at Rome, and had paid 30000 J. Sterling for the Liberty o au inp. Hop reſt. I 
am apt to believe he has his Reaſons for judging of others in this manner. 
Bur, my Lord, it is ſuch a Diſcourſe as this, advanced without Proof, and 
containing the Matter of a defamatory Libel, that deſerves all thoſe Characters 
which it has been found proper to beſtow ſo liberally upon a Letter conceived 
in the moſt obliging, ad at the ſame time the moſt ſincere Terms imaginable, 
Nay, and I think the illuſtrious Aſſembly (appointed to take care of the Intereſts 
as well of the publick as of private Perſons) are concerned to do themſelves 
Juſtice upon this Occaſion, and to ſhew a Reſentment worthy of them againſt 
one of their own Members, who has had the Confidence to endeavour to im- 
poſe upon the Houſe ſo notorious a Falſhood. I hope, my Lord, you will 
find Means to communicate, in proper Time and Place, to that Aſſembly, for 
whom I ſhall always have all poſſible Regard, the juſt Complaints I have been 
making to you, as well as what I have farther to ſay upon the Subject of my 
Letter, Let us then without Prejudice examine the Cenſure paſs'd upon it. 

By the Word Libel is generally underſtood, a malicious Writing, compoſed 
with Deſign to blacken the Reputation of ſome innocent Perſon ; and the greater 
the Quality of that Perſon is, the more is ſuch a Writing thought to deſerve 
this Title, with the Epithets of ſcandalous, 2 audacious, and ſuch 
others as are uſually adde@zo it. But what is there to be found of this kind 
in my Letter? There is no other Name mentioned in it than that of a private 
Perſon, employ'd only in the Quality of a Subakern, and whom the Parlia- 
ment itſelf has before treated as a Bankrupt and a publick Robber. No one 
elſe has any Right to think himſelf deſigned, without acknowledging at the 
ſame Time, that he is an Accomplice in the Guilt. None of my Expreſſions 
tended to accuſe any one in particular. The manger in which I ſpeak, as to 
this point, is the only /ooſe and uncertain thing that could be diſcovered in 
my Letter. I ſup . indeed, that there were ſuch Criminals; and does not 
the Parliament it {ie ſuppoſe ſo too? I could with their Names, Qualities and 
Puniſhments might be made as publick as the Calamities and Cries of ſo ma- 
ny innocent Perſons, whom they have ſo ſhamefully „ es But I thought 
it became me to leave this Enquiry to a Committee of Parliament ſo well — 
ſen, and fo capable of judging in the Matter, being ſatisfied with having put 
ſuch Materials into the Hand: of theſe Gentlemen, as would aſſiſt them in 
coming at the Point to which their Zeal was directed. Perhaps the Liberty I 
have taken to addreſs my Letter to them rather than to one of the Miniſters of 
State, has given Offence. But it ſeemed to me, that the Method I followed 
was more ſure and more natural; for the Gentlemen 7 with the Care of 
this troubleſome Affair, were choſen by the Suffrages of the Houſe; the Pub- 
lick (perſuaded of their Capacities, ind of the Uprightneſs of their Intentions) 
approved the Choice, and their firſt Steps pony anſwered every thing chat 
was expected from them. By Misfortune, that which formerly r in the 
Caſe of the famous Knight, had given the World a very different Idea of 
ſome of the other Gentlemen, and my own Experience has convinced me, that 
thete are Perſons ſtill among them much fitter to forge falſe Letters than always 
to produce the true ones. | 

I am charged with dropping falſe and inſidious Infinuations in my Letter. 
Thomſon's Papers, which are now in the Government's Hands, will, I imagine, 
be ſufficient to prove the Truth of all 1 have advanced in my Letter. It is to 
theſe Papers I refer, being thro'ly perſuaded that the Gentlemen of the Com- 
mittee, directed by their own Diſintereſtedneſs, will be ſenſible that my Con- 
duct has entirely anſwered thoſe Expreſſions of Eſteem and Affection for the 
Britiſh Nation, contained in my Letter. They will alſo fee that I have pro- 
cured for the Perſons concerned, all the Redreſs that was poſſible, and that I 
was not contented with giving them only vain Hopes. 

They proceed to find Abſurdity, Impropeiety: &c. in the Stile of my Letter, 
They pretend the Subſcription of a Banker has very little relation to thoſe Airs 
of Authority which 1 give myſelf at firſt ſetting out. 1 own fincerely, that 
my Authority is ſmall ; bur ſuch as it is, it always has been, and always ſhall 
be employed for the Service of your Nation; and I believe I may ſay, without 
Abſurdity, that upon this Occaſion 1 have had the good Fortune to give her 
ſuch Marks of it as ſhe has not been able to obtain from any of her Allies, 
how great and powerful ſoever. But it is ſurpriziug, that ſo grave an Aſſem- 
bly as the Britiſh Parliament, from whom nothiug is expected but what is 

reat and ſolid, ſhould ſpend their Time in criticizing the Stile of a Banker, 
uch as I am, who values himſelf upon nothing but his Sincerity and good 
Faith, in which he founds all his Merit, and who writes in a Language which 
is very far from being natural to him. Such a Cenſure would, without doubt, 
have come much better from an Academy of the Belles Lettres: And yet theſe 
Societies will hardly think it adviſable to commit to the Flames, in ſo pompous 
a manner, every Writing that ſhall happen to diſpleaſe them. . 

As to the Conditions which Mr. Thomſon wiſhd might be granted him, 1 
could do no leſs than propoſe them for him. The Gentlemen of the Commit- 
tee will allow, that in order to induce ſuch unhappy Creatures to make an en- 
tire Confeſſion, it is neceſſary to act with Prudence, and to make uſe of ſoft 
as well as ſevere Methods. 1 am perſuaded they would have taken it wy 
heinouſly if the Rigour of thoſe Torrures had been executed upon an En N 
Subject. which foreign Legiſlators ſometimes make uſe of, but to which t 
admirable Lenity of the Laws of England never ſuffers them to have Recourle, 
even in the Caſe of the moſt deteſtable Criminals. Beſides, there was nothing 
in theſe Conditions which, at this Diſtance at leaſt, did not appear to me to 
be equitable in itſelf. It appears, by the Papers ſeized upon Mr. Thomſon, that 
22 themſelves had ſent one David Avery with a Commiſſion to 
make him the moſt adv s Offers, in order to prevail upon him to open 
is Mind without Reſerve upon every thing chat related to che Affairs of the 
Company. Now, though my ſole Deſign in cauſing Thomſon to be ſeized was, 
to relieve the Sufferers, whoſe Misfortunes he had in ſome Meaſure been the 
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Mais pour tevenit a ce qui m'eſt deja arrive, j'ai repaſſe ſerieuſement dans 
mon eſprit rout ce que j'ai fait; & je puis dire tout ce que j'ai penſe dans le couts 
de cette affaire. Plus je m'y arrete, moins je trouve ſur quoi I'on a pit fonder 
la reſolution extraordinaire, qu'on a priſe a mon ſujet. Aiant toujours eu un 
attachement particulier pour une Nation, n fait une figure ſi conſiderable en 
Europe, je n ai pi apprendre, fans cu reflentir la plus vive compaſſion, le tort 
que quelques particuhers venoient de lui fair ſous le pretexte le plus plauſible de 
la ſoulaget. De ce ſeul principe s eſt formee la reſolution, que j'ai priſe dem- 
1 le peu de credit & d autorite, que je pouvois avoir pour contribucr 

la dedommager. Apres cela j eſpete qu'il me ſeta permis de me rendte juſtice, 
& de faire voir avec combien peu de fondement on a voulu perſuader au pub- 
lic que j avois agi par d autres vues. Sur tout je me vois en droit de demander 
reparation publique d'une calomnie atroce avancee a mon occaſion dans la 
Chambre Baſle, ou un des Meſſieurs, qui a Vhonneur d'y avoir ſcance, n'a pas 
rougi d'aflurer qu'il avoit en main de quoi prouver que le Sieur Thomſon avoit 
etè oblige de faire patt de ſes brigandages a Rome, & qu'il y avoit debourſe 
trente mille Livres Sterling pour pouvoit jouir en repos du teſte. Je veux bien 
croite qu'il avoit ſes taiſons pour juger ainſi d autrui. Mais ceſt un parcil 
diſcouts, Mylord, qui avance fans preuve contient Is matiere d'un libelle difa- 
matoire, qui merite bien toutes les qualifications, qu'on trouve à propos de pro- 
diguer ſur une lettre congue dans les rermes les plus complaiſans, & en meme 
tems les plus finceres. Il me ſemble mème que illuſtre Aſſemblée ctablie 

ur veiller ſur les interets du public & des particuliers devroit bien ſe faire ju- 

ice en cette occaſion, & temoignet un reſſentiment digne d'elle contre un de les 
Membres, qui a eu la hardieſſe de lui en vouloir jmpoter par une fauſſete ſi in- 
ſigne. Jeſpere, Mylord, que vous trouvetès les moiens de communiquer en 
tems & lieu a cette Compagnie, pour laquelle j' aurai toujours tous les egards 
poſlibles, les juſtes plaintes que je viens de vous faire, auſſi- bien que ce qui 
me reſte encore a dite au ſujet de ma lettre. Examinons en la cenſure ſans 
prevention. 


On entend dans le monde par le mot de Libelle un Ecrit malin compoſe 
pour fletrir la reputation d'une perſonne innocente ; & plus cette perſonne eſt 
elevèe en dignite, plus VEcrit eſt cenſè meriter ce titre avec ſes epitetes de ſcan- 
aaleux, inſulent, audacieux, & tels autres qu'on a coũtume d'y ajouter. Mais 
- trouve-t-on de pateil dans ma lettre? Il ne $'y lit d'autre nom que celui 

un particuliet emploie ſeulement en qualitè de ſubalterne, & que le Parlement 
lui mEme venoit be traiter en banqueroutiet & voleur public. Nul autre n'a 
droit de s' croire deſigne ſans ſe donner en mEme tems pour complice de {es 
crimes. Nulle de mes expreſſions ne tendoit a charger qui que ce ſoit en par- 
ticulier. La maniere, dont j'en parle, eſt tout ce que Von pourroit trouver — 
ma lettre de vague & d incertain. Je ſuppoſois a la veritè qu'il fe ttouvoit 
de tels criminels; le Parlement lui mEme ne le ſuppoſoit- il pas? Je ſouhaiterois 
que leurs noms, leurs qualites, & leurs peines devinſent auſſi publiques que les 
malheurs & les cris de tant d' innocens, qu' ils ont ſi 1ndignement opptimès. 
Mais j'ai cru en devoir laiſſer la recherche a un Commiue du Parlement fi bien 
compole, & fi capable d'en juger, content d'avoir mis en main a ces Meſſieurs 
de quoi les aider a parvevir au but que leur zele 5 toit propoſe. Peut etre s eſt- 
on Brema de ce que j av ois pris la libertè de leur addreſſer ma lettre pliror 

u'a quelqu* un des Miniſtres d'Etat. Mais il m'a ſemblè qu' il etoir & plus 
eur & he naturel d'en uſer comme j'ai fait. Les ſufftages de la chambre 
avoient fait choix de ces Meſſieurs, pour les charger du ſoin penible de cette 
afaire. Le public perſuade de leur capacite, & de la droiture de leurs intenti- 
ons avoir hd a ce choix; & leurs premieres demarches re pondoient parfaite- 
ment A ce que l'on en avoit attendu. Par malheur ce qui ctoit autrefois arrive 
au ſujet du fameux Kught, avoit donne une idee aſſez differente de quelques- 
uns tes autres; & ma propre experience vient de me convaincre qu'il sen 
1 encore parmi eux de fauſles lettres qu à en produire toujours de veri- 

les. 


On me charge d'avoir gliſſè dans ma lettres des inſinuations fauſſes & in- 
ſidieuſes. Les Papiers de Thomſon, dont le Gouvernement eſt a pteſent ſaiſi, 

ſuffiront, je m imagine, pour prouver la verite de tout ce que j ai avance dans 
ma lettre. Ceſt à ces Papiers que je m'en rapporte, &tant bien perſuade que 
I equize de Meſſieurs du Commute leur fera bien comprendre que ma conduite 
a repondu parfaitement aux expreſſions d'eſtime & d'affetion pour la Nation 
Britannique, dont ma lettre eſt remplie. Ils y vertont auſſi que avois menage 
pour les Intereſſes tout le dedommagement poſſible, & que je ne m'&Ctois point 
contente de leur donner de vaines e{perances. 

On vient enſuite a trouver de Jabſurditè, de Fincongruite, &c. dans le ſtile 
de ma lettre. On pretend que la ſouſcription d'un Banquier a peu de rapport 
aux airs d autorite, que je m'ctois donne en debutant. Je reconnois avec 
ſinceritè que mon autorite eſt peu de choſe ; mais telle quelle eſt; elle a toujours 
ete, & elle ſera toitjours au ſervice de la Nation; & je crois pouvoit dire {ans 
abſurdite, qu en cette occaſion j ai eu le bonheur de lui en donner des marques, 
qu'elle na pũ tirer d aucun de ſes Allies, quelque grand que ſoit leut puiſſance. 
Au reſte il eſt aflez ſurprenant qu une Afſemblee auſſi ſerieuſe que le Parlement 
Brittannigue, dont on n attend rien que de grand & de ſolide, s amuſe a criti- 
quer le ſtile d'un * tel que moi, qui ne ſe pique de rien que de la ſin- 
ceritè & de la bonne foi qui doivent faire tout ſon merite, & qui crit dans une 
langue, qui ne lui eſt rien moins que naturelle. Une pareille Cenſure convi- 
endroit ſans doute beaucoup mieux à une Academie de Belles Lettres. Mais ces 
Compagnies meme ne Saviſent guere de condamner au feu tout Ectit, qui au- 


roit le malheur de leur deplaire, par un endrott fi important. 


Quant aux conditions que le Sieur Thomſon a ſouhaitè qu'on lui accordir, je 
mai pu fair de moins que de les propoſer de {a part. Meſſieurs du Committe 
jugeront bien que pour induire de pareils malheureux a tout avoũer, il faut ſe 
ſetvir avec prudence des voies de douceur, auſſibien que de ſevetité. Je ſuis per- 
ſuade qu'ils auroient trouve fort mauvais qu'on eũt emploiè contre un 2 
Anglois la rigueur des tourmens, dont la Juriſprudence etrangere ſe ſert quel - 
que fois, mais auſquels la douceur admirable des loix d. Angleterre ne permet 


jamais d'avoir recours contre les criminels meme les plus odieux. D'ailleurs ii 


ny avoit rien dans ces conditions, qui, du moins dans cet eloignement, ne me 
parur equitable en ſoi. Les Papiers ſaiſis avec Thomſon faiſoient foi que le 
mmitte meme avoit envoiè un nomme David Avery avec ordre de lui faire 
les offres les plus avantageuſes, pour le porter à 5 ouvrif ſans reſerve ſur tout ce 
qui regardoit les affaires de la Compagnie. Or quot que mon unique deſſein, 
en fa ar ſaiſir Thomſon, füt de remedier aux malheurs, qu'il avoit en partie 
cauſe, j ai crũ cependant ne pouvoir en juſtice le priver, quelque criminel qu il 
füt des ayantages que le Parlement meme avoit bien voulu lui faire offrir. ons 
| : conſide ; 
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Cauſe of, yet I thought I could not in Juſtice deprive him (how a Cri- 
minal ſoeyer he was) of the Advantages which the Parliament had thought fit 
to offer him. This Conſideration gave me reaſon to believe, that they would 
without any Difficulty be granted him, rather than the Courſe of the publick 
Proceedings ſhould be ſtopp'd, which was all 1 ſought to facilitate. I little 
imagined that they would pretend ro renounce all Correſpondence with me, 
and at the ſame time make uſe of a Setvice which I voluntarily endeavoured to 
render them. But, having gained the main Point I had in view, I gave m 
ſelf no Trouble about the tell; only 1 could with theſe Papers might not fall 
into any other Hands than thoſe of the Committee for which I have deſigned 
them; and that for Reaſons which cannot fail of offering themſelves to every 
Mind not prejudiced upon this Article. 

I am complained of for not offering to ſurrender the guilty Perſon. But 
could they, who ſeem ſurprized that I ſhould have Intereſt, Influence and Au- 
thority enough to get a Stranger arreſted in a Country where he has committed 
no Crime, imagine I had Power to deliver him into their Hands? How could 
they expect to receive ſuch a Favour from the Court of Rome, at a Time when 


it was refuſed them by their dcareſt Allies? Was it not ſufficient to acquaint | 


them that his Perſon was in Cuſtody > And was it not natural, after this, to 
expect they thould demand him? I have done both one and the other; bur I 
leave the World to judge whether the manner in which my firſt Steps have been 
received ſhould prevail upon me to make any new Advances of this nature. 


However, my Lord, ſuffer me to it, all that has, or hereafter can 
happen to me in the Conſequence of this Affair ſhall never leſſen my Zeal for 
the Honour and Intereſts of the Britiſh Nation. I beg you to be perſuaded of 
it yourſelf, and that you will endeavour, in like manner, to undeceive the Pub- 
lick. I dare hope you will ſucceed in the Tryal, or at leaſt, that Poſterity 
will do me Juſtice, in regard to thoſe falſe 3 mg a which, through the 
Intereſt, Influence and Authority of ſome Perſons, have been put upon the 
moſt upright and ſincere Intentions in the World. I am, &c. 


P. S. You may very well believe, that I am not ignorant of any of the 
Particulars which the weekly Libels, ſo punctually vended at London, have been 
fond of publithing againſt me. But it would be loſt Time to mention them. 
However, there is one that ſeems to deſerve ſome Notice; I mean that in 
which ir was chought proper to inſert the Reſolution taken in the General Court 
of the Charitable Corporation on May 27. 17932. 

There theſe good People are made to declare, nemine contradicente, their 
full and entire Approbation of the Cenſure paſſed upon my Letter, and at the 
ſame Time, their Reſolution rather to periſh with Hunger, than receive any 
Aſſiſtance that comes from me. Did the Roman People at the Time, when 
their Pride was at the higheſt, ever paſs a more brave and reſolute Decree ? 
And yet, muſt it not be own'd, at the ſame Time, that, notwithſtanding this 
CharaQter of Li and Independence, which, doubtleſs, appears amongſt 


you in its greateſt Luſtre, in this Company ate to be found Subjects the moſt 
zealous mY ſubmiſſive in the World!! = 


conſideration me donnoit lieu de croire qu'on les lui accorderoit ſans difficultè, 
plaror que darreter le cours des Procedures publiques, que je cherchois unique- 
ment a faciliter. Je ne m'imaginois point qu'on dũt pretendre renoncer à tout 
commerce avec moi, & profiter en meme tems d'un ſervice volontaire que 
2 tache de rendre. Mais étant parvenu a mon but principal, je ne m'em- 

aſſe point du reſte. J'aurois ſeulement ſoubaits que ces Papiers ne füſſent 
point tombes en d'autres mains qu'en celles du Commute, auſquelles je les avois 


deſtines ; & cela pour des raiſons qui ne peuvent manquer de ſe preſenter à 
tout eſprit non prevenu ſur cet Article. 


On ſe plaint de ce que je ne m'offrois point 4 /ivrer la perſonne du coupa- 
ble. Mais ceux qui s'&tonnoient que eule allez, de credit, influence, & 
d autorité pour faire arreter un etranger dans un pais, ou il n'avoit commis 
aucun crime, pourroient-ils bien $'imaginer que je men croirois aſſex pour 
m'engager a le leur livrer entre les mains? Comment pouvoient-ils s attendte à 
recevoit cette faveur de la Cour de Rome dans le tems quelle leur etoit retus&e 
par leurs plus chers Allies? Ne ſuffiſoit- il done pas de faire ſavoir qu'on ctoit 
encore maitre de cette perſonne ? N'etoit-il pas naturel aptes cela d attendte qu on 
le demandat? J'ai bien fait lun & l'autre; mais je laiſſe a juget ſi la maniere, 
dont mes premieres demarches ont ètè reguts, me doit engaget a faite une 
nouvelle avance de cette natute. | | 

Cependant, Mylord, permettez moi de le repeter, tout ce qui m'eſt arrive, 
ou qui pourra m'arriver dans la ſuite, ne diminueta jamais rien de mon zele 
pour Ihonneur & les inter&ts de la Nation Hritannigue. Je vous prie d'en ètte 

ſuade vous mEme, & de racher de detromper le Public a mon &gard. Joſe 

bien eſperer que vous y reuflirez, ou du moins que la Poſterite me rendra juſtice 
ſur les Inter pretations ettonces, que le credit, I' influence & 1'autorite ſupetieure 
de quelques- uns ont reuſſi a donnet a des intentions du monde les plus ſinceres. 
Je ſuis, &c. 


P. S. vous pouvez bien croire que je n'ignore pas tout ce que l'on a affect 
de publier contre moi dans quelques-uns des libelles Hebdomadaires, qui fe de- 
bitent ſi regulierement a Londres. Mais ce ſetoit perdre le tems que de s at- 
rerer, Il y en a cependant un qui femble meriter quelque attention. C'eſt celui 
oũ Lon a trouve a propos de faire inſerer la Reſolution priſe dans / Aſſemblèe 
generale de la Corporation Charitable le 27 Mai 1732. | 

Lon y fait declare a ces bonnes gens, nemine contradicente, leur approbati- 
on entiere de la Cenſure qu'on a fait de ma lettte, & en meme tems leur Reſo- 
lution a crever plutot de "rin que de recevoir aucun ſecours qui leur viendroit 
de ma part. Le Peuple Romain au tems de ſa plus grande fierte, fit il jamais de 
Decret plus ferme & plus vigoureux > Mais ne fautil pas auſſi avoiier qu au 
milieu de ce earactere de libertè & d independance, qui s'y fait voir fans doute 
dans ſon plus grand jour, on ne laiſſe pas de S'appergevoir que Ceſt dans cette 
Compagnie que ſe trouyent les ſujets du monde les plus zelés & les plus ſoumis. 


— — — 


